
Ambleside – Hawkshead – Coniston, Service Coniston Rambler Service 505
Monday to Saturday - Not Public Holidays 6 April - 31 October Service runs all year, contact Traveline for winter details on 0871 200 22 33

Making connections
Other bus services that link to Ambleside are the 555 
from Kendal, and Keswick, the 599 from Bowness and 
the 516 the Langdale Rambler. The 618 links Barrow to 
Ambleside. From Coniston, the X12 goes to Ulverston.   

Want to get out by bike?
The 505 can carry 2 bikes to/from Windermere rail 
station, Ambleside, Hawkshead and Coniston. You need 
to book ahead by phoning 01539 722143 (Mon – Fri 
09.30 – 16.30). 

Timetable Coniston Launch
Sat 14 Mar to Sun 1 Nov 2009 11 Apr -27 Sep 11 Jul - 30 Aug
    Not Tuesday or Wednesday

Coniston - dep 10.15 11.15 12.05 12.55 1.35 2.55 3.55 4.55

Waterhead 10.20 11.20 12.10 1.00 1.40 3.00 4.00 5.00

Torver 10.35 11.35 12.25 1.15 1.55 3.15 4.15 5.15

Brantwood 10.50 11.50 12.40 1.30 2.10 3.30 4.30 5.30

Coniston - arr 11.05 12.05 12.55 1.45 2.25 3.45 4.45 5.45

Sailing days Daily Daily *Explorer 
Cruise: Mon 
& Thur only

Sat, Sun, Tues, 

Wed & Fri

Daily **Daily but 
NOT April or 
October

Coniston Pier - Dep 10.30 11.30 *13.15 13.15 14.15 15.15 **16.15

Brantwood - Dep 10.55 11.55 no stop 13.40 14.40 15.40 16.40

Monk Coniston - Dep 11.05 12.05 no stop 13.50 14.50 15.50 16.50

Coniston Pier - Arr 11.15 12.15 14.45 14.00 15.00 16.00 17.00

Sundays and Public Holidays 5 April - 25 October

Timetable Steam Yacht Gondola, 
run by the National Trust  
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Give the driver a break, sit back, relax and enjoy the views
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SCH NS SCH SCH

Coniston ---- 0905 1005 1105 1205 1305 1405 1505 1535 ---- 1605 1640 1705

Waterhead Hotel Boat Interchange ---- 0907 1007 1107 1207 1307 1407 1507 1537 ---- 1607 1642 1707

Hawkshead 0810 0921 1021 1121 1221 1321 1421 1521 1550 1604 1621 1656 1721

Skelwith Fold Road End 0823 0934 1034 1134 1234 1334 1434 1534 1603 1617 1634 1709 1734

Ambleside Kelsick Road 0830 0940 1041 1141 1241 1341 1441 1541 1610 1624 1641 1715 1741

Ambleside Opposite Waterhead Pier ---- ---- 1043 1143 1243 1343 1443 1543 ---- ---- 1643 ---- 1743

Brockhole National Park Centre ---- ---- 1046 1146 1246 1346 1446 1546 ---- ---- 1646 ---- 1746

Windermere Railway Station ---- ---- 1052 1152 1252 1352 1452 1552 ---- ---- 1652 ---- 1752

Kendal Sandes Avenue ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- 1708 ---- 1808

SCH NS SCH SCH

Kendal Bus Station ---- ---- 0850 0950 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

Windermere Railway Station ---- ---- 0910 1010 1110 1210 1310 1410 ---- 1510 ---- ---- 1610

Brockhole National Park Centre ---- ---- 0917 1017 1117 1217 1317 1417 ---- 1517 ---- ---- 1617

Ambleside Waterhead Hotel ---- ---- 0920 1020 1120 1220 1320 1420 ---- 1520 ---- ---- 1620

Ambleside Kelsick Road 0730 0830 0925 1025 1125 1225 1325 1425 1454 1525 1531 1605 1625

Skelwith Fold Road End 0737 0837 0932 1032 1132 1232 1332 1432 1501 1532 1538 1612 1632

Hawkshead 0750 0850 0945 1045 1145 1245 1345 1445 1514 1545 1551 1625 1645

Waterhead Hotel Boat Interchange ---- 0901 0959 1059 1159 1259 1359 1459 1527 1559 ---- 1639 1659

Coniston ---- 0903 1001 1101 1201 1301 1401 1501 1529 1601 ---- 1640 1701

Kendal Bus Station 0950 1050 ---- ---- ---- ----

Windermere Railway Station 1010 1110 1210 1310 1510 1610

Brockhole National Park Centre 1017 1117 1217 1317 1517 1617

Ambleside Waterhead Hotel 1020 1120 1220 1320 1520 1620

Ambleside Kelsick Road 1025 1125 1225 1325 1525 1625

Skelwith Fold Road End 1032 1132 1232 1332 1532 1632

Hawkshead 1045 1145 1245 1345 1545 1645

Waterhead Hotel Boat Interchange 1059 1159 1259 1359 1559 1659

Coniston 1101 1201 1301 1401 1601 1701

Coniston 1105 1205 1305 1405 1605 1705

Waterhead Hotel Boat Interchange 1107 1207 1307 1407 1607 1707

Hawkshead 1121 1221 1321 1421 1621 1721

Skelwith Fold Road End 1134 1234 1334 1434 1634 1734

Ambleside Kelsick Road 1141 1241 1341 1441 1641 1741

Ambleside Opposite Waterhead Pier 1143 1243 1343 1443 1643 1743

Brockhole National Park Centre 1146 1246 1346 1446 1646 1746

Windermere Railway Station 1152 1252 1352 1452 1652 1752

Kendal Sandes Avenue ---- ---- ---- ---- 1708 1808
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Walk

505 route

Hawkshead is a pretty 17th Century village with a car-
free centre.  Visit the church, old grammar school, 
Beatrix Pottery gallery and the gift shops and then pop 
into one of the many tea-shops or pubs for some well 
earned food and refreshment.  Enjoy the benefi ts of 
taking the bus by having a pint (or two!) of local ale. 

Tarn Hows walk
From the High Cross bus stop, it is a 30 minute walk to 
Tarn Hows - a beautiful lake created in the 1800’s, now 
belonging to the National Trust. The walk around the 
lake on well surfaced paths takes about an hour.

Ambleside to Tarn Hows
Catch the 505 bus from Ambleside at 10.25 and get off 
at High Cross, just beyond Hawkshead Hill. Follow the 
footpath from opposite the bus stop, until you reach 
Tarn Hows. 

You can then retrace your steps back to High Cross. 
The 505 leaves High Cross for Ambleside at 14.10 
(approx) or 15.10 (approx) (Mon – Sat) and 14.10 or 
16.10 (Sun & Public Holidays). 

Coniston to Tarn Hows
From Coniston, catch the 505 at 11.05 and get off at 
High Cross. Follow the footpath sign from the bus 
stop, which will take you to Tarn Hows. 

Follow the same route back to High Cross. Catch the 
505 for Coniston from High Cross at 14.50 or 15.50 
(Mon – Sat) and 13.50 or 15.50 (Sun & Public Holidays).

The Tarn Hows Tourer
The National Trust runs the X31 Tarn Hows Tourer 
from the car park going to Coniston and Hawkshead 
too. It leaves the Tarn Hows car park at 13.10, arriving 
at Hawkshead at 13.20, or 16.20, reaching Hawkshead 
at 16.35. 

To get to Coniston, the Tourer leaves Tarn Hows at 
12.10, 13.30 and 16.45.

Walking to Monk Coniston
You can have a longer walk from Tarn Hows by 
walking onto the Monk Coniston estate, also owned by 
the National Trust. 

From the car park at Tarn Hows, follow the track 
signed for Coniston. This takes you down through the 
woods. After about a mile you will come to a sign for 
‘Coniston via Monk Coniston garden’. 

This takes you through Monk Coniston gardens and 
on to Coniston Water, where you can catch a gondola 
from Monk Coniston jetty or walk back to the village. 

You can walk back to Coniston from here or catch the 
505 bus back to Ambleside from the Waterhead Hotel 
at 15.07, 16.42 or 17.07.

Have a Cross Lakes Experience!
For ideas on walking and cycling from the Cross Lakes 
Experience (service 525) pick up a leafl et from Tourist 
Information Centres locally.

Cross Lakes Experience is a boat-bus-boat link from 
Bowness on the east shore of Windermere, via Hill Top 
and Hawkshead, to Monk Coniston, Tarn Hows and 
Coniston Pier. For further information and timetables 
see The Cross Lakes Experience leafl ets available at 
many locations or ring: 015394 45161 

Or you can take a relaxing afternoon cruise on 
Coniston Water or either the Coniston Launch or the 
National Trust’s steam-powered gondola.  

Get the best from a day out in Coniston!
Lots of businesses in Coniston have joined together 
to offer discounts. Buy a card for £3 from the Tourist 
Information Centre and spend all day in the village. 
For more information call 015394 41533.

Cruise on Coniston
After 9am the 505 leaves Ambleside at 25 minutes 
past the hour (not 9.25 or 2.25 on Sundays), calling 
at Hawkshead, taking about 35 minutes to reach 
Coniston. This then gives you time to walk down to the 
lake for half past the hour to take a cruise.

If you want to have a cruise and go to John Ruskin’s 
house at Brantwood, buy a Ruskin Explorer ticket when 
you get on the 505 bus. It costs £14.50 for an adult, 
£6.85 for a child and includes travel on the 505, a 
cruise on the launch from the Waterhead Hotel and 
entry to Brantwood.

The 505 leaves Coniston for Ambleside and 
Hawkshead usually at 5 past the hour – check the 
timetable over for more details.

Walking
If you are thinking of going walking, make 
sure that you are properly equipped, as 
the weather can change quickly. Check the 
weather before you go, get a mountain 
forecast from 0870 055 0575 or 
www.lake-district.go.uk/weatherline.

Ordnance Survey map OL7 will be required 
for walks in this area.

Days out Coniston and Ambleside

Discounts with your ticket
Get 10% off full fares with Coniston 
Launches. 017687 75753

12% off any hot drink at Café Treff, Central 
Building, Ambleside. 015394 31027

More information
Coniston Tourist Information Centre.  
Tel. 015394 41533.  

Ambleside Tourist Information Centre.  
Tel. 015394 32582
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Coniston - Photo Tony West

• Sit back, relax and enjoy the views

• Forget about road maps and route planning

• Do your bit for the Lake District National Park 
 and wider environment.

So treat yourself to a leisurely day out without 
the stress of driving. A little effort from a lot of 
people can have a big effect – help us to protect 
this special corner of the planet. Thank You.

For more give 
the driver a 

break days out
pick up one of 

these free leafl ets 
available from tourist 

information centres

Give the driver a break and... Days out 
Coniston and 
Ambleside
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S - N
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Get the most from your ticket

Stagecoach Explorer tickets allow you to travel on this bus and 
get connecting buses on all Stagecoach buses in Cumbria and 
Lancashire. Buy these tickets on any Stagecoach bus.

 Adult  Child  Concession Group
Day Explorer  £9.75  £6.50  £5.90  £19.50
4 Day Explorer £21.50  £15.00  -   -       
7 Day Explorer  £30.00  £21.00  -   -         

Cumbria Goldrider 7 day ticket  £23.50 
Cumbria Goldrider 28 day ticket  £88.00 
7 day ticket available on bus, 
28 day ticket available from www.stagecoachbus.com 
both available at Tourist Information Centres.

Printed on recycled paper

Every care has been taken in the preparation of this leafl et. We have done our 
best to ensure that all the information is correct, but we cannot be held responsible 

for any loss, damage, injury or inconvenience caused by errors, omissions, 
timetable or fare changes or cancellations, delays or diversions of services. 

A large print version of this timetable is 

available from Friends of the Lake District 
(01539 720788)

Produced by:

Lake District National 
Park Authority 

01539 724555 www.lake-district.gov.uk 
or email hq@lake-district.gov.uk

Friends of the Lake District 
01539 720788 • www.fl d.org.uk

Coniston launch 
www.conistonlaunch.co.uk

0870 609 5391 

For information on all bus, rail and 
ferry timetables and fares contact:

0871 200 22 33
Calls cost 10p per minute from BT 
landlines, calls from other service 
providers and mobiles may vary.

Cumbria County Council 
0871 200 22 33 

www.cumbria.gov.uk/buses 

Stagecoach 
www.stagecoachbus.com 
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Coniston - Photo Ben Barden
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