


events programme

To reserve your places please contact Sarah Wilde, Programme Co-ordinator

Email: sarah.wilde@nationaltrust.org.uk    Direct Telephone: 01793 817888

Wednesday 11th Our annual spring lecture and reception will take place at the 

Royal Festival Hall in London.

 2009 will see the centenary of the birth of Graham Thomas, the 

first Gardens Adviser to the National Trust. Dr Brent Elliott, 

Historian for the RHS will explore the achievements of Graham 

Thomas, whose legacy is seen in National Trust gardens 

countywide.

Wednesday 22nd  By kind permission of Mr Scott Burns, Partner at Brown 

Rudnick, we invite you to join us for a special evening at these 

beautiful offices in the heart of Mayfair.

 Jeremy Musson, writer, presenter and former Architectural 

Editor at Country Life Magazine will talk exclusively on 

Sir John Vanbrugh following his recent publication ‘Country 

Houses of Sir John Vanbrugh’. The lecture will be followed by a 

reception hosted by Dame Fiona Reynolds, Director-General.

Friday 22nd - With transport arranged from Belfast, our trip to Northern

Sunday 24th Ireland will see us exploring the beautiful Crom Estate and 

dining at lunchtime in the West Wing of Crom Castle with 

Lord Erne. On Friday evening, we will travel to Castle Coole 

- one of Ireland’s greatest neo-classical houses - for a 

special reception and dinner.

 On Saturday you will be free to take advantage of the many 

activities available at our hotel, the Lough Erne Golf Resort, or 

join us on a trip to the world-known Belleek pottery centre. In 

the evening, Patrick Casement, Chairman for the National Trust 

in Northern Ireland will host dinner in the Colonel’s Room at 

Florence Court.

Friday 5th Derwent Island House is an intriguing 18th-century house on 

an idyllic wooded island in Derwentwater, the Lake District.  

Although owned by the National Trust, it is a private residence. 

 We are extremely grateful to Douglas Barnes and Fiona 

Thorburn who are generously hosting a day for Quercus 

members at Derwent Island House, a property which is very 

rarely opened to the public.

Friday 19th Prue Leith, author and chef will host a very special tennis 

match and evening reception at Hidcote Manor Garden in 

Gloucestershire – Lawrence Johnston’s masterpiece ‘garden’ 

of rooms.

Sunday 28th 2009 marks one hundred years since the death of the third Earl 

of Sheffield who was instrumental in creating links with 

Australian and UK cricket.

 On Sunday 28 June we would like to invite you to a  special 

anniversary cricket match between the Old England XI and 

the ‘Lord Sheffield XI’ at Sheffield Park Garden to celebrate 

the revival of country house cricket after a gap of more than one 

hundred years.

Thursday 1st The overseas tour this year will take us to the Beaujolais
- Sunday 4th region of France. Further details and locations to be 

confirmed, but please make a note in your diary!

Tuesday 8th Dame Fiona Reynolds, Director-General will host our Christmas 

celebration in the West Wing at Ickworth House.

 Join us for a festive evening when we will look back on what 

your support has enabled the Trust to achieve in 2009 and look 

forward to our plans for 2010.
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6pm, Royal Festival 
Hall, Southbank, 
London 

Brown Rudnick, 
8 Clifford Street, 
London W1S 2LQ

Derwent Island 
House, Derwentwater 
Keswick

France

Price per person 
will apply.

Ickworth House, 
Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk 

Northern Ireland - 
Co. Fermanagh
the Crom Estate, 
Castle Coole and 
Florence Court; 

Price per person 
will apply. 

Please note: there will 
be an early start on 
Friday morning 
so you may wish to 
travel to Belfast on the 
Thursday evening.

Sheffield Park Garden, 
East Sussex

Price per person 
will apply.

Hidcote Manor 
Garden, near 
Chipping Camden 
Gloucestershire


