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Young Archaeologists’ Club

Alison Bodley
YOUNG ARCHAEOLOGISTS' CLUB CO-ORDINATOR, COUNCIL FOR BRITISH
ARCHAEOLOGY

What is it about?
The Young Archaeologists’ Club (YAC) is the only UK wide Club for children aged
8 -16 dedicated to archaeology. With 3,000 UK members and over 70 branches, it is known
as one of the fastest growing youth organisations in the UK. The underlying ethos of the Club
is for children to learn about the past whilst having fun.

What members receive…
On joining the club, UK members receive:
·  Membership pack
·  Colour Quarterly Magazine full of news, features and
competitions
·  Access to the Discounted Site Scheme, which gives
members the opportunity to visit sites and museums either
free or at a reduced rate.
·  Access to archaeological activity holidays
·  Information about the Young Archaeologist of the Year
Award and National Archaeology Days

There are also over 70 branches, or archaeological youth
clubs, where children get hands on experience of
archaeology, doing anything from excavation through to
experimental archaeology and designing museum
exhibitions.

           ' Lyric woad' �  CBA

About half of the
branches are
based in
museums in some
way, whilst others
are based in
schools,
archaeological
units and
archaeological
societies. Often
branches are run
in partnership by
several of these
organisations.

                                   Young excavators �  CBA

What you do…
The Club has a reputation for reaching children from all social backgrounds, and indeed
attracts many children with special needs. Whatever a child’s ability there is an emphasis on
“doing the real thing” and contributing to the archaeological archive, where practical:
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·  Children from the Southampton Branch
staged a summer long exhibition at the
Southampton Museum of Archaeology.
·  Children from the Oxfordshire Branch so
impressed museums curators with their pottery
identification skills at a museum handling session
that they were asked to return to help with the
museum’s collection.
·  Children on a YAC Activity holiday in Cornwall
discovered new archaeological features, which
had never been recognised before.
·  Children from the North Downs Branch found
a new Iron Age site after field walking. Their work
led to the redesigning of a country park to avoid
damaging the site.

Young archaeologist making wattle and daub �  CBA

The National Trust connection
The National Trust has been involved with YAC for many years through a branch at
Chedworth Roman Villa and more recently with a new branch based at Ilam Park in the Peak
District. National Trust staff member, Mark George organises excavations at Chedworth,
whilst the Peak District Branch is run by a team of enthusiastic volunteers. This reflects the
scene across the rest of the country where Branch volunteers come from varied backgrounds
including archaeology professionals, museum curators, teachers, amateurs and interested
parents. This gives YAC a unique strength with a diverse skill base and a network, which
reaches across several sectors. Support and development of this workforce is a key aspect of
the Club and is delivered through regional training days, email network, postal training,
newsletters and annual conference.

Branches are also involved in the National Trust in a less direct sense, simply by visiting a
property or by getting involved in local events; the Cornwall Branch is working in partnership
with nearby National Trust sites and recently helped to clear Veryan Beacon, one of the
largest Bronze Age Barrows in Britain, which was dramatically overgrown with blackthorn. It is
planned for this to become a regular event with the Branch.

YAC runs activity holidays for members focusing particularly on members who have no
branch access. For several years young people have been experiencing experimental
archaeology on Bodmin Moor, trying flint knapping and bronze casting. A major aspect of this
holiday is looking at the archaeological landscape and last year children on the holiday
discovered two Cairns that had not been recorded before. Other holidays include a weekend
in the Peak District based at Ilam Park Youth Hostel and a five-day holiday using the National
Trusts’ Brancaster Millennium Centre in Norfolk, for the first time. It is hoped that this will be
the start of an ongoing relationship and plans are already being made for a second holiday at
the Centre in 2005.
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' Julian Richards and members of the Young Archaeologist Club'  �  CBA

The National Trust has also supported the Young Archaeologist of the Year Award. Last year
this was based around the theme of “Invent your own Viking Saga”. As part of their prize the
two winners spent a weekend being shown round Viking York by T.V. presenter, Julian
Richards. The event was a great success and one of the highlights was a tour of the haunted
cellar of the Treasurer’s House in York. The support of the National Trust for this event was
greatly valued. In 2005, the Trust is directly involved again in this event, offering the Saxon
Shore Fort at Branodunum as the focus for a YAC competition involving new interpretation.

This year has seen a further strengthening of links between the National Trust and the Young
Archaeologist's Club and this has included YAC taking a stand at the National Trust’s
Learning Conference, and a NT Youth Involvement Officer, Mike Elliot, joining the Advisory
Committee of the Young Archaeologist’s Club. There is still huge potential for further
partnership working, be it through NT properties running branches, closer links between
properties and existing branches, support of the Young Archaeologist of the Year Award or
YAC Activity Holidays.

For further information on how to get involved, contact:

Alison Bodley
Young Archaeologists’ Club,
Council for British Archaeology, Bowes Morrell House,
111 Walmgate, York YO1 9WA TEL: 01904 671417
FAX: 01904 671384
EMAIL: yac@britarch.ac.uk
WEB SITE: www.britarch.ac.uk/yac
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YAC at Chedworth Roman Villa

Mark George
VISITOR SERVICES MANAGER, CHEDWORTH ROMAN VILLA

How the Cotswolds Branch was founded
The Cotswolds Branch of the Young Archaeologists' Club (YAC) was started in 1997, at
Chedworth Roman Villa.  Why start up a YAC branch?  Until its formation there was no
archaeology club in the area, and children had to travel to Oxford if they wanted to “do some
archaeology”.  As a National Trust property we saw thousands of children, each one loving
the “Time Team”, and all dying to get involved.  Being the base for a YAC group seemed a
logical step; the National Trust has a remit for Learning, and the YAC office in York could
advertise and promote the meetings.

We had to guarantee at least ten meetings a year (a tall order for me alone!), so I phoned
around local museums & archaeologists to “encourage” them to join in and help out.  I was
lucky!  We got a lot of help from the Gloucester and Cheltenham Museums and staff of the
Corinium Museum, in Cirencester, made the museum available as a venue.

All we needed was a launch.  A few phone-calls to Mick Aston and Phil Harding secured my
celebrity launch (and all for the price of a pub lunch – like’em, or loath’em, the “Time Team”
have their hearts in the right place!).  600 parents and children came to the first meeting
(slightly more than I’d anticipated).  Mick sagely commented on our excavations, while Phil
knapped us a hand axe.  I got to bask in the reflected glory of TV archaeologists.

Attendance dropped to a more manageable fifty (!) for the next meeting; but a more usual
number is between ten and twenty for most activities; meetings tend to last only a couple of
hours.  I will never forget leading a group of seventy on an evening fieldtrip to Stonehenge,
Avebury and Woodhenge (yes, all three) with my 6 month old daughter strapped to my back,
and a dog at my side.  I must have been imbued with the power of the stones to survive that
one! All this in the first year of the branch.  Hard work, but rewarding.

Current operations
Subsequent meetings have involved excavation (yes, excavation); children have had a
chance to take part in our ongoing excavations here at the villa.  I’ve tried “fake” digs, and the
children see through it in no time.  We let them get stuck into the primary source, this is where
they can really “touch the past” and make a connection with history.  YAC members have also
processed finds, got involved in re-enactment, spun wool, looked at the bones of dead
Saxons, designed castles, made medieval medicines, gone to see the “Time Team” digging at
Turkdean Villa – you name it, we’ve done it.  The scope is endless.

A few years ago I relinquished my position as Branch Leader, and passed the running of the
club to the Education Officer at the nearby Corinium Museum.  I would advise sharing the
organisation, as it can be quite onerous and very time-consuming.  Don’t be put off by this
though; just make sure you share the load with some willing volunteers!

There is an enormous appetite amongst children for archaeology.  I would urge any National
Trust property with an archaeological impetus to get involved with the YAC, if there is an
enthusiasm for it and there are appropriate resources.  You don’t need to organise an entire
year’s worth of meetings, but I’m sure most properties could contribute just one meeting to the
local YAC branch without too much demand on time.  It allows us to continue our Learning
remit, get involved with the local community and make partnerships with external
organisations such as local museums, so it fits in well with the Learning Vision of the Trust
and with the recommendations of the Trust's Learning & Archaeology paper.

The positive advantages of involvement:
On a personal level, setting up a YAC branch has allowed me to expand my network of
contacts locally and nationally (and I got to ride in Mick Aston’s van).  At a property level,
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being the focus for family archaeology has increased our profile in the local community, and
with local museums.

The negative points
Young Archaeologist meetings and events do take some organising, and speaking personally,
I probably aged prematurely on the Stonehenge trip!

Overall view
It really does makes sense for the National Trust with our wealth of historic properties, many
of them crammed full of archaeology, to get involved with an organisation that promotes the
understanding and interpretation of the archaeological record for young people.  The past is
indeed a “foreign country”, and where possible it is in all our interests as mature
archaeologists to positively guide children in their exploration of it.

So pick up the phone to your local museums, strap your child to your back and grab your
trowel ……..

To find out more about archaeology and learning follow the link to the
“ Archaeology and Learning paper”


