Focus Reset
Skip to content
	Visit
	Discover & learn
	Our cause
	Membership
	Support us
	Holidays
	Shop





	Visit
	Discover & learn
	Our cause
	Membership
	Support us
	Holidays
	Shop





BackExplore all the places you can visit
Areas A-Z


	Bath & Bristol
	Birmingham & West Midlands
	Cambridgeshire
	Cheshire & Greater Manchester
	Cornwall
	Devon
	Dorset
	Essex, Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire
	Gloucestershire & the Cotswolds
	Hampshire
	Isle of Wight
	Kent
	Lake District
	Leicestershire & Northamptonshire
	Liverpool & Lancashire
	London
	Norfolk
	North East
	Northern Ireland
	Nottinghamshire & Lincolnshire
	Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire & Berkshire
	Peak District & Derbyshire
	Shropshire & Staffordshire
	Somerset
	Suffolk
	Surrey
	Sussex
	Wales
	Warwickshire
	Wiltshire
	Worcestershire & Herefordshire
	Yorkshire



Things to do


	Dog-friendly
	Family-friendly
	Walking
	Places to eat
	Outdoor activities
	Christmas
	What's on
	‘50 things to do before you’re 11¾’
	Weddings


Place types


	Coast & beaches
	Gardens & parks
	Houses & buildings
	Castles & forts
	Countryside & woodland





Areas A-Z
Things to do
Place types



Back	Bath & Bristol
	Birmingham & West Midlands
	Cambridgeshire
	Cheshire & Greater Manchester
	Cornwall
	Devon
	Dorset
	Essex, Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire
	Gloucestershire & the Cotswolds
	Hampshire
	Isle of Wight
	Kent
	Lake District
	Leicestershire & Northamptonshire
	Liverpool & Lancashire
	London
	Norfolk
	North East
	Northern Ireland
	Nottinghamshire & Lincolnshire
	Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire & Berkshire
	Peak District & Derbyshire
	Shropshire & Staffordshire
	Somerset
	Suffolk
	Surrey
	Sussex
	Wales
	Warwickshire
	Wiltshire
	Worcestershire & Herefordshire
	Yorkshire





Back	Dog-friendly
	Family-friendly
	Walking
	Places to eat
	Outdoor activities
	Christmas
	What's on
	‘50 things to do before you’re 11¾’
	Weddings





Back	Coast & beaches
	Gardens & parks
	Houses & buildings
	Castles & forts
	Countryside & woodland





BackSee what you can discover and learn
	History
	Nature
	Gardening tips
	Food
	Crafts
	Virtual visit
	Film & TV





BackFind out about our cause
	Nature & climate
	History & heritage
	Communities





BackDiscover our different types of membership
	Join
	Renew
	Gift membership
	Enquiries
	Magazine





BackFind out how you can support us
	Donate
	Plant a Tree
	Lottery & raffle
	Fundraising
	Volunteer
	Gifts in wills
	Appeals
	Supporter groups





BackExplore all places you can go on holiday
	Search for a holiday
	Destinations
	Booking information
	FAQs
	Contact the holidays team
	Camping & glamping
	Holiday cottages
	Hotels
	Bothies & bunkhouses
	Inspiration





BackGo to our online shop








Search
Donate



	Home
	Visit
	Cambridgeshire
	Wimpole Estate
	Explore Wimpole Home Farm


back to Wimpole Estate









Explore Wimpole Home Farm





[image: Children on Home Farm at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire]Children having fun on Home Farm | © National Trust Images/James Dobson
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Built in 1794, Home Farm is the only in-hand farm of its kind in the National Trust. Unique to Wimpole Estate, it is a model for sustainable farming practices. A must see on your next visit, it is home to many rare-breed animals and the species of flora and fauna that make the estate an agricultural champion.
Visiting the farm

From fully grown Shire horses to newly born piglets, there’s a wide range of farm animals to meet on your visit. During the Spring, lookout for our popular Lambing event, or in the Summer catch our Shire horse experiences to get closer to the farm’s tallest residents.

Make sure you see the whole farm by completing our Home Farm trail and when you’re finished exploring, head to our Farm cafè for a light lunch or take on a new adventure at the farm playground.




Rare breeds

As one of the UK’s largest rare-breed centres, the National Trust plays a key role in conserving rare and traditional breeds of livestock. See the Irish Moiled and Shetland cattle in the traditional farmyard, or out grazing in the parkland. There are also Oxford Sandy and Black pigs, small black and white Bagot goats, and rare breeds of sheep out in the park or paddocks.

See the newborn Spring lambs

Each spring, Wimpole’s 280 rare-breed ewes give birth to several hundred new additions to the flock. As lambing season gathers pace, Wimpole’s pens and paddocks are filled with skipping, bleating new life.

Watch the 'Lambing at Wimpole' film

Visit Home Farm during lambing time and you’ll see the lambs start to bond with their mothers. You may see them feeding, sleeping or being cared for by the farm staff as they get them ready to explore the new world around them.

The rare breeds of newborn lambs you may see at Home Farm during lambing time include:

	Norfolk Horn - which is black faced with spiralled horns
	White Leicester Longwool - long, silky and crimped fleece. 
	Portland Down - light tan face with spiral horns
	Oxford Down - chunky coats of wool, black muzzles and ears
	Whitefaced Woodland - white face and white wool.





Lambing 2024









Wimpole's Shire horses



[image: Jasper the Shire horse and handler at Home Farm on Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire]Jasper the Shire horse, being harnessed up ready for work by one of the farm team. | © National Trust Images/Catherine Hayburn



[image: Lady, a chestnut Shire horse stands in a field in tack at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire]Lady in her tack returning from a ride | © Emma Warner



[image: Visitors meeting Murphy, one of the Shire horse on Home Farm at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire]Visitors meeting Murphy, one of the Shire horse on Home Farm at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire | © National Trust Images/James Dobson



[image: Queenie the Shire horse in her stable on Home Farm at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire in July]Queenie the Shire horse in her stable on Home Farm at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire | © National Trust Images/James Dobson



[image: Stanley, a Strawberry Roan Shire horse stands in a field in tack at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire.]Stanley tacked up ready for a ride | © Emma Warner






Jasper
A black Shire standing 17.2 hands high, he came to Wimpole with his mum Queenie when he was six months old in 2008. He takes part in the carriage rides and experience days.
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The Shire horse is a rare breed which is categorised as ‘at risk’ on the rare-breed register, which means that there are less than 1,500 breeding females left in the world. Wimpole is working towards keeping this magnificent breed alive, as we promote the work heavy horses can do by showcasing their versatility. The horses are housed together in updated stabling and are used for carriage rides, experience days and ridden work.

There are five Shires at Wimpole: three boys and two girls. Although currently between breeding females, we’ve had a successful breeding programme in the past, showcased through home bred and trained horses, Lady and Jasper.







Shire horse carriage rides and Shire Driving experience days 

Our pre-booked carriage rides or Shire driving experience days are the perfect way to celebrate a special occasion or provide a fantastic gift for someone special. Enjoy your own private carriage ride around the estate, pulled by one of our Shire horses, or for the more hands-on approach, join us for an experience day and spend the day working with these magnificent animals. 

We're currently working on dates for 2024, keep an eye on this page for further details. 

Sponsor a Shire horse

Did you know that Stanley likes his ears scratched, Lady loves having her coat brushed and Murphy is a selfie celebrity?  Our Shires all have their own personality and here is your chance to get to know them better.

Just £50 covers the cost of a vet call out fee or two horse shoes or four bags of horse feed which lasts a month, essential everyday costs to keep these magnificent horses at Wimpole. All of our horses are available to sponsor; Murphy, Jasper, Lady, Queenie and Stanley, which enables you to come and meet your horse one to one, have your photograph taken with them and have your special moment with them.

When you donate you receive . . .

	an information pack on your horse including "A year in the life of a Wimpole Shire"
	a sponsorship certificate
	a breed information sheet
	a breed history sheet
	a photo of your horse
	an invitation to come and meet your horse for you and one other
	a Christmas card from your horse


A great gift for birthdays or Christmas for friends and family.

For more information about sponsoring our Shire Horses, email our team on the farm. 

   

 







[image: Combine harvester harvesting wheat on the estate at Wimpole, Cambridgeshire]Harvesting wheat on the estate at Wimpole, Cambridgeshire with a combine harvester | © National Trust Images/Catherine Hayburn


Home Farm

Our grade 1 parkland and internationally protected woodlands are surrounded by our 750-acre organic arable farm.

Our farm is one of the only organic farms in the area and we are very proud of producing high quality food in a way that supports a wide variety of wildlife. We produce wheat, rye and spelt for organic breads, oats for organic porridge and barley for organic beer.

Our organic farming system includes resting the land between crops for up to 4 years. We use a range of plants which add fertility to our soil rather than artificial fertilisers. These plants also provide a great home for nature as they provide nectar and pollen throughout the spring and summer.

We are able to leave space for nature on our farm thanks to the funding from a Higher-Level Stewardship agreement, where we are paid by the government to provide habitats for wildlife. This include 17 miles of hedges, 70 acres of margins and over 8 acres of crops specifically planted to feed wild birds throughout the winter.

   

Flora and fauna

The success of nature-friendly farming, in the field and around the hedges and ditches, means that Wimpole has a productive and sustainable farm that has a variety of rare flora and fauna, and five of the six most threatened farmland birds in the UK.







[image: The south front of Wimpole Hall, Cambridgeshire with sheep in the foreground]
Discover more at Wimpole Estate
Find out when Wimpole Estate is open, how to get here, the things to see and do and more.
Plan your visit










You might also be interested in
[image: Visitors walking in the garden in spring at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire]Article
ArticleFamily-friendly things to do at Wimpole 
From events and activities to getting close to animals, here's what you need to know about a family day out at Wimpole.



[image: A detailed trompe l'oeil painting of statues of the four Doctors of the Church on the north wall of the Chapel at Wimpole Hall]Article
ArticleThe history of Wimpole Estate 
From Iron Age roundhouses to a modern estate, Wimpole has been lived on and farmed for over 2,000 years. Discover how its owners have each left their mark.



[image: Daffodils growing in the Walled Garden at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire.]Article
ArticleVisiting Wimpole Garden 
Discover Wimpole’s gardens and visit the Parterre, walk through the Pleasure Grounds meandering your way to the Walled Garden, with herbaceous borders and fruit trees.



[image: View from the Book Room into the Library at Wimpole Hall, Cambridgeshire]Article
ArticleVisiting Wimpole Hall 
Step inside Wimpole Hall and discover how previous owners made their mark on this complex house.



[image: A visitor buys food at the counter in the Old Rectory restaurant at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire]Article
ArticleEating at Wimpole Estate 
Stop for a bite to eat at one of the cafés or in the Old Rectory Restaurant at Wimpole.



[image: An Easter display in Wimpole Estate's shop]Article
ArticleShopping at Wimpole Estate 
Visit the shop at Wimpole to find produce from the farm, locally sourced treats, toys and plants or bag yourself a bargain in the second-hand bookshop.



[image: Sheep grazing in parkland with the Gothic Folly in the background at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire.]Article
ArticleExplore the parkland at Wimpole 
Explore the acres of parkland at Wimpole, abundant with wildlife, flora and fauna; stroll across the open space, or head across the Chinese bridge to visit the Gothic folly.
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