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KentIghtham Mote
Outstanding 14th-century moated manor house, gardens and estate
Mote Road, Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0NT
	Opening times 
	Prices 
	See on map 
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Important notice
The House, Gardens, Café, Shop and Estate are open as usual. 

Booking is not required.



	Visitor information
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	About Ightham Mote





	Opening times


Opening times for 10 April 2024
	Asset	Opening time
	House	11:00 - 16:30
	Café	10:00 - 17:00
	Estate	Dawn - Dusk
	Garden	10:00 - 17:00
	Shop	10:00 - 17:00





April 2024
May 2024
June 2024
July 2024
August 2024
September 2024
October 2024
November 2024
December 2024
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	Prices

Booking is not required. Last admisson to the House and Garden is 30 minutes before close. 


Free entry for National Trust members. Children under 5 go free.


Free parking for National Trust members, please scan your card at car parking machine. Non-members using the car park; £3 per car. Coin payment only. 


Escape into Autumn are valid 18 September to 20 October. Car park charges apply. 


Gardener's World 2-for-1 offer: bring your 2-for-1 card on the day of your visit.  Please note the card is non transferable and is not valid on Weekends and Bank Holidays.


House, Garden, Estate (1 March - 31 Oct)
	Ticket type	Gift aid	Standard
	Adult	£17.60	£16.00
	Child	£8.80	£8.00
	Family	£44.00	£40.00
	1 adult, 2 children 	£26.40	£24.00




Become a member and discover more than 500 places
Join






What is Gift Aid? 





	Facilities

Assistance dogs only

Registered assistance dogs welcome in all areas of the site.
Dogs on leads welcome on the wider countryside walks all year round. Dogs allowed in the gardens (but not the house) from September - February.  Dogs welcome on the café veranda all year round, dogs inside the café at the manager's discretion.

Guided tour

Introductory talks about the House and Garden, plus tours of the Tower, take place daily from March to October (weather dependent and subject to volunteer availability)


Book shop

Our second-hand book shop is located in Laundry Cottage

Shop



Cafe


Toilet

Located by the café and shop.  Baby changing facilities available in both.


Car park










	Accessibility

The garden is steep in places with steps and gravel, cobbles and grass pathways - please speak to staff on arrival for the best route for your needs.  Disabled parking is available near visitor reception but there is some gravel in areas of the car park.  Pushchairs are permitted in all areas of the garden, but please take care. Please leave your tents, gazebos and barbecues at home, along with ball games, trikes, bikes and scooters as we are not able to allow these in the garden.  Bike racks are located within the walled garden car park.  Cameras are welcome but due to narrow paths please do not use tripods or stands. Take care, there are many open water areas around the garden. Please read our access statement below.
Ightham Mote Access Statement March 2023 

Accessible route and/or map

Accessible route in the garden and South Lake.  Ground floor of the house is accessible.

Level access to shop



Accessible toilet


Level access/terrain



Braille (guide or menu)


Powered mobility vehicle available

Our Tramper mobility scooter is available for visitors to use around the garden and on some of our estate walks.  Please call 01732 810378 for more information and to book in advance (line monitored Monday to Friday)


Designated parking

Blue badge parking is available near Visitor Reception.

Ramped access/slopes



Drop-off point

Contact Visitor Reception on arrival or call in advance on 01732 811732.

Seating available



Induction loop

Available in the Café and Shop.

Steps/uneven terrain

Paths in the garden may become slippery after rainfall, please take care and wear sturdy footwear


Large print (guide or menu)


Transfer available

Our volunteer-driven shuttle buggy is available


Level access to food outlet


Wheelchairs available

Manual wheelchairs are available to borrow









	Getting here

Map

[image: location map]
Directions via Google Maps



By road

6 miles north of Tonbridge on A227 - follow the brown sign to the left along High Cross Road, towards Ivy Hatch and turn left onto Moat Road;   6 miles south of Sevenoaks on A25 - follow the brown sign to the right along Coach Road.    16 miles west of Maidstone on A20/A25 - follow the brown sign to the left along Coach Road.
Parking: Free parking for National Trust members. Non-members; £3 per car. Coin payment only. Please follow instructions from staff and signage on site when you arrive. 
Sat Nav: Please use TN15 0NU 


On foot

Ightham Mote is just off The Greensand Way - the long distance walking route across Surrey and Kent.   


By train

Hildenborough (4 miles) and Sevenoaks (7 miles) are both on the London Bridge / London Charing Cross to Hastings mainline.   Sevenoaks (7 miles) is also on the Thameslink line from Bedford.  Borough Green and Wrotham (3½ miles) are on the London Victoria to Ashford line.     Taxi ranks / phones are available at most stations.


By bus

Book ahead the Go To Service Bus from Sevenoaks Station by calling 01732 463964 or download the 'Go to Sevenoaks' app and book online.  


By bicycle

The roads around Ightham Mote are single carriage-way country roads with National Speed limits.  The nearest cycle route is the Tonbridge to Ivy Hatch Loop (see www.cycle-route.com for more details).  Bike racks are available near Visitor Reception.
Cycle route information 











	Contact us

Mote Road, Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0NT

01732810378
ighthammote@nationaltrust.org.uk

	
	
	












Planning your visit
[image: Music at the Mote - The Dial]
Music at the Mote: The Dial Band 
Put your dancing shoes on, warm up your vocal cords and pack up a picnic to join us for an evening of musical fun at the iconic Ightham Mote.

Playing a mixture of rock, pop and soul classics, The Dial Band return to Ightham Mote to entertain you with a musical feast for your ears.

Doors open at 18.00pm for a 18.30 start.



[image: Two people walking in the dappled light of the woodland in spring ]
Guided Walks with a Ranger 
Dust off your walking boots and join our Rangers for a bracing guided walk around the estate, after enjoying a light breakfast in our café.
Please note, a light breakfast includes a bap and your choice of tea and coffee. Breakfast is included in the price of your ticket.
This walk lasts around sixty minutes. Sorry, no dogs. Please be aware, paths are uneven and may be muddy depending on the weather. Please wear suitable footwear and clothing.
Your ticket includes a light breakfast.



[image: Walking in the gardens Ightham Mote]Article
ArticleVisiting Ightham Mote with the family 
With walks, trails, a natural play area and acres of nature there is plenty to keep the family occupied on a visit to Ightham Mote. Read on to find out how to get the best out of your visit.



[image: A volunteer talking to children outside Ightham Mote, Kent]Article
ArticleVolunteer opportunities at Ightham Mote 
Find out more about volunteering at Ightham Mote and how you can play your part in looking after 700 years’ worth of history and bringing its stories to life.



[image: Visitors walking in the parkland with their dog at Calke Abbey, Derbyshire]Article
ArticleVisiting Ightham Mote with your dog 
Ightham Mote is a one pawprint rated place. With so much space to explore your four-legged friend won’t be bored on a day out at Ightham Mote. Find out where they can go and what facilities are available on your visit.



[image: Group of visitors listening to Garden Tour guide outside Ightham Mote Kent]Article
ArticleGroup and education visits to Ightham Mote 
Find out more about booking your group or school for a visit to Ightham Mote and the information you need to help you plan your trip.













Highlights
House

Romantic moated manor house with 700 years of history, architecture and stories under one roof.




Garden

Nestled in a hidden valley, 14 acres of tranquil garden, pleasure grounds, orchard, water features, lakes and woodland.




Estate

Over 500 acres of landscape carved from woodland, in the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.




Natural play area

Splash in the natural stream, and play with the chimes, balance beams and stepping stones.




Mote Café

Serves tasty hot and cold food and cakes. Indoor or outdoor seating, enjoy the veranda outside with dogs welcome too.




Shop

Seasonal accessories and gifts, food and plants. Locally made products and souvenirs.




Second-hand bookshop

In Laundry Cottage, a wide variety of second-hand books of all genres for all ages.








Things to see and do
[image: Walking in the gardens Ightham Mote]Article
ArticleVisiting Ightham Mote with the family 
With walks, trails, a natural play area and acres of nature there is plenty to keep the family occupied on a visit to Ightham Mote. Read on to find out how to get the best out of your visit.



[image: Daffodils at Ightham Mote]Article
ArticleThe garden at Ightham Mote 
The garden is at its most colourful during the summer months. With vibrant colours, the buzz of wildlife and space to relax in the historic pleasure grounds, it’s time to make the most of nature.



[image: A view through a tunnel to the courtyard at Ightham Mote, with long windows visible on the other side of the courtyard]Article
ArticleThe house at Ightham Mote 
Enter this medieval half-timbered house across a cobbled courtyard and into the hushed interior. Discover dark wood panelling, huge fireplaces and a mix of furnishings inside.



[image: The Ightham Mote Estate Emily Pyle]Article
ArticleThe estate at Ightham Mote 
As the weather becomes warmer, wildlife, trees and wildflowers come alive across the Ightham Mote estate, while and birdsong fills the air.









Top trails
[image: A stag standing in grassy parkland, with trees and the house at Knole in the background]Trail
TrailIghtham Mote circular walk to Knole 
This circular walk from Ightham Mote passes along the Greensand Way, through areas of outstanding natural beauty to Knole Park and back to Ightham Mote.
ActivitiesWalking

DistanceMiles: 8.5 (km: 13.6)
Miles: 8.5 (km: 13.6)




[image: Woodland pathway through Oldbury Hill, Kent]Trail
TrailIghtham Mote circular walk to Oldbury Hill 
Enjoy a picturesque circular walk from Ightham to Oldbury Hill, passing through an area of mixed woodland as well as fish ponds and an old quarry.
ActivitiesWalking

DistanceMiles: 5.5 (km: 8.8)
Miles: 5.5 (km: 8.8)




[image: Exterior of the chapel at Old Soar Manor showing the east window with garderobe beyond.]Trail
TrailIghtham Mote circular walk to Old Soar Manor 
This historical circular walk links two National Trust places dating to medieval times, while also taking you through the ancient woodland of Scathes Wood and into Fairlawne Estate.
ActivitiesWalking

DistanceMiles: 7 (km: 11.2)
Miles: 7 (km: 11.2)




[image: The walk up to Wilmot Hill on the National Trust Ightham Mote estate in Kent]Trail
TrailIghtham Mote circular walk to Wilmot Hill 
Enjoy the Kentish countryside from the Ightham Mote estate as you walk the periphery of a large part of its 580 acres. The walk incorporates Scathes Wood, the Greensand Way, Wilmot Hill and Broadhoath Wood.
ActivitiesWalking

DistanceMiles: 4 (km: 6.4)
Miles: 4 (km: 6.4)










Eating and shopping
[image: Catering assistant making drinks in the café at Morden Hall Park, London]Article
ArticleEating and shopping at Ightham Mote 
Pop into the Mote Café for something warming at end of a walk. In the shop you can pick up a special gift, plant or homewares. Don’t forget to look in the second-hand bookshop.









Places to stay
[image: Oldbury Hill Campsite, Kent]
Oldbury Hill Campsite 
A peaceful site by one of the largest and finest Iron Age hillforts in the country, close to London and many National Trust places with free entry for campsite guests.









Upcoming events


See all events

EventEaster bunny trail at Ightham Mote 
This spring, treat the whole family to a world of Tudor adventures at Ightham Mote
Event summary
on 10 Apr - 14 Apr 202410 Apr to 14 Apr 2024

at 10:00 - 17:0010:00 to 17:00
+ 4 other dates or times





EventSargent’s Palette in Bloom Display 
Join us this Spring for our series of displays celebrating renowned artist John Singer Sargent!
Event summary
on 10 Apr - 31 Oct 202410 Apr to 31 Oct 2024

at 11:00 - 16:0011:00 to 16:00
+ 204 other dates or times





EventVolunteer Coffee Morning 
Join us for one of our coffee mornings to find out how you can support us at Ightham Mote.
Event summary
on 16 Apr 2024

at 10:00 - 11:3010:00 to 11:30






EventAnimals of Ightham Trail 
Can you spot all the animals hiding in our house and garden?
Event summary
on 20 Apr - 19 May 202420 Apr to 19 May 2024

at 10:00 - 17:0010:00 to 17:00
+ 29 other dates or times





EventGuided Walk with a Ranger 
Celebrate spring with a guided walk and breakfast
Event summary
on 5 May 2024

at 08:45 - 11:0008:45 to 11:00






EventThe Great British Dog Walk with Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 
Join Hearing Dogs for Deaf People's sponsored dog walk and transform lives with every step
Event summary
on 11 May 2024

at 11:00 - 13:0011:00 to 13:00






EventMacrame Workshop 
Learn the art of Macrame and how to craft a stylish holder for your houseplant at this macrame class
Event summary
on 11 May 2024

at 13:00 - 16:0013:00 to 16:00






EventTeddy Bears Picnic 
If you go down to the Mote today...
Event summary
on 25 May - 2 Jun 202425 May to 2 Jun 2024

at 10:00 - 17:0010:00 to 17:00
+ 8 other dates or times















About Ightham Mote
Hidden away in a secluded Kent valley, is this perfectly preserved medieval moated manor house. Emerging from the natural landscape almost 700 years ago, Ightham Mote is built from Kentish ragstone and great Wealden oaks. While its architecture and decoration trace the development of the English country house, its owners provide the stories of a once-cherished family home, evoking a deep sense of history. In the tranquil gardens there are streams and lakes fed by natural springs, an orchard, flower borders and a cutting garden. The wider estate offers walks with secret glades and countryside views.




History
[image: A photograph of Charles Henry Robinson on a desk at Ightham Mote]Article
ArticleThe history and owners of Ightham Mote 
Uncover the 700-year history of this fascinating medieval house and estate. Discover all about the owners that shaped it over the centuries, their connections and lifestyles.









Art and collections
[image: A bronze statue in the Outer Hall at Ightham Mote of the Black Prince at Canterbury by Edouard Lanteri]
Ightham Mote's objects and collections 
Explore the objects and works of art we care for at Ightham Mote on the National Trust Collections website.



[image: A woman looking at an oil painting of Elsie Palmer by John Singer Sargent]Article
ArticleJohn Singer Sargent oil sketch of Elsie Palmer returns to Ightham Mote 
The enigmatic face of Elsie Palmer, one of renowned artist John Singer Sargent’s most famous subjects, has returned to the English country house where he painted her.









Our work
[image: Garden volunteers helping to clear Gunnera manicata (Giant Rhubarb) at Ightham Mote, Kent]Article
ArticleOur work at Ightham Mote 
From the annual winter clean to one of the National Trust’s largest conservation projects, find out more about how Ightham Mode is cared for and what goes on behind the scenes.




Project
ProjectUnlocking the future at Ightham Mote 
Find out about the project to develop a new visitor centre and restore the walled garden. Discover how these exciting plans will improve facilities for visitors.









Support us
[image: A volunteer talking to children outside Ightham Mote, Kent]Article
ArticleVolunteer opportunities at Ightham Mote 
Find out more about volunteering at Ightham Mote and how you can play your part in looking after 700 years’ worth of history and bringing its stories to life.













[image: Two visitors exploring the garden in spring at Quarry Bank, Cheshire]
Join
Enjoy access to more than 500 places with National Trust membership. Join today and help protect nature, beauty and history – for everyone, for ever.
Join and renew
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